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Evaluate the Quality of Inclusion in the Classroom with the Index/3-P
Marianna Piccioli
Universita degli Studi di Firenze
Resumen
The process of progress towards the construction of an inclusive school context is at the center of
the critical-transformative approach linked to the Index for Inclusion. The metaphorical image of
the tree gives us the complexity of the macrosystem which is the life of a school, made up of
values, culture, choices, practices, process management, but also made up of life in the classroom,
within that microsystem which depends on the superstructures, but which, at the same time, has a
life of its own. The adoption of an inclusive transformative critical perspective through
improvement processes must address both the school macrosystem and the classroom
microsystem, not remaining on the threshold but entering it. The indicators of inclusiveness in the
classroom, placed in relation to the dimensions of the Index, enrich the metaphorical image of the
tree by providing it with fruits, representative of life in the classroom and providing a further
dimension around the 3-Ps: Presence, Participation and Progress with others.
This path was born following the results of research conducted through the use of the Index for
Inclusion and concluded by highlighting the need to adopt an inclusive transformative critical
perspective through improvement processes capable of addressing life in the classroom. If a tree
represents the life of a school, how could it represent that of a classroom?
What happens when the Index approach enters the classroom? When are the planning and
implementation of activities guided by the 3-Ps: Presence, Participation and Progress with others,
i.e. the indicators of inclusiveness in the classroom? What happens when the Index dimensions
meet the 3-Ps? How could the two-dimensionality of the equilateral triangle representing the Index
be developed upon entering the classroom?
What are the questions of the Index for Inclusion aimed at investigating life in the classroom
following the indicators of inclusiveness?
Starting from the questions in the Index, an initial selection was carried out, seeking those that
could investigate aspects relating to the indicators of inclusiveness in the classroom, i.e. the 3-Ps.
The process involved five experts and the selected questions were grouped according to the 3-Ps,
leaving the Index Dimensions. This new tool was adopted with teachers in training for the
achievement of specialization for support activities for students with disabilities of the VII Cycle
of the University of Florence, both in the form of a questionnaire as a guide to the observation of
classroom work by subjects in training and as a self-assessment tool with a view to improvement,
both in the form of guidelines for the planning and implementation of classroom activities. The
use of this tool was then the subject of some Focus Groups with the teachers in training, involved
to understand its strengths and weaknesses.
The contribution intends to present the tool as the result of the selection of questions carried out
by five experts and the first results of its use both as a tool to guide observation and self-assessment
and as guidelines for the design and implementation of inclusive activities in the classroom. The
results of this study, which we could consider as a pilot study, also provided a representation of
the strengths and weaknesses of the proposed path and some reflections of the teachers involved
who indicate continuing in this perspective until reaching a possible validation of the instrument
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